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We are an employee-owned company 

that combines advanced technologies 

with superior workmanship to provide 

the highest-quality design, construction  

and project management available 

in the electrical contracting industry.

Since 1908

The safety department 

at Kelso-Burnett  

offers OSHA 10-  

and 30-hour classes. For more information or  

to schedule a class, contact Scott Johnson at  

(847) 483-3826 or Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827.

NFPA 70E Training

Kelso-Burnett continues to train 

employees and clients on the  

NFPA 70E requirements. Only  

an employee who is certified as an “Electrically 

Qualified Worker” may approach and work on live 

systems. He or she must also utilize an Energized 

Work Permit. Contact Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827 

if you would like to schedule a training session.

In December of 1973 the Zion Nuclear Station located 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, forty miles due north of 
Chicago, fired up Unit One of its twin reactors and began 
producing 1,085 megawatts of electricity. That following 
September, Unit Two was fired up and Zion Nuclear 
Station became the largest nuclear station in the world 
with the capacity to power over 2,000,000 homes. Twenty-
five years later, in February of 1998, the station was shut 
down. Since then the facility went into a phase where all 
the fuel rods were put into long term storage which is 
known as ‘SAFSTOR.’

On September 2, 2010, the NRC approved the license 
transfer from Exelon to Zion Solutions LLC, a subsidiary 
of Energy Solutions headquartered in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. They have taken on the task of decommissioning 
and dismantling the largest nuclear reactor ever 
attempted. The cost projections for this effort are over 

a billion dollars during the overall project’s ten year 
schedule.    

During the past year Kelso-Burnett Co. has worked with 
Zion Solutions in preparing the site where the spent fuel 
rods will be placed in concrete and steel casks. These 
casks will serve as dry storage for the 2,200 fuel rods 
totaling 2.2 million pounds of spent fuel currently housed 
in the plant. It is a massive undertaking and is the first of 
its kind.

Recently Kelso-Burnett Co. was awarded the contract 
to provide all the electrical services for phase one of the 
project. Many of our employees worked on the original 
construction of the station in the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s and are very familiar with the plant. Our Utilities 
Division has spent a great deal of time researching similar 
projects, albeit on a much smaller scale, in order to better 
understand the intricacies and nuances of this type of 
project.

The first phase is scheduled for completion by the end 
of the year and there will be a great deal of effort on 
everyone’s part to meet the schedule. We have begun 
working closely with the General Contractor, Illinois 
Hydraulic Construction (IHC), and Zion Solutions to 
identify potential problems and review options in advance 
of construction. The success of this project would 
favorably position Energy Solutions as the undisputed 
leader in the decommissioning and dismantling of nuclear 
facilities throughout the world. We are very excited to be 
part of this one-of-a-kind effort..

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
issued a direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking that applies 
the requirements of the August 2010 cranes and derricks in construction 
standard to demolition work and underground construction. The purpose of 
this rule is to protect workers from hazards linked with hoisting equipment 
that is used during construction.

The direct final rule will apply the same crane rules to underground 
construction and demolition that are already being used by other 
construction sectors. In turn, this will streamline OSHA’s standards by 
eliminating the separate cranes and derricks standard that is currently 
used for underground and demolition work. The rulemaking also corrects 
several errors that were established in the 2010 rulemaking making it easier 
for workers and employers to understand and implement these standards. 

The direct final rule will become effective November 15, 2012 unless 
OSHA receives a significant adverse comment by September 17th. If the 
agency receives significant unfavorable comments, the accompanying 
notice of proposed rulemaking will allow the agency to continue the 
notice-and-comment component of the rulemaking by withdrawing the direct final rule.

So how does this affect Kelso-Burnett Co. and the electrical contracting industry? Simply put – more training 
will be required once the direct final rule takes effect. For example, any crane or truck-mounted hoist which has 
the capacity to lift over one ton requires specific training for the operator of that equipment. In addition to the 
federal requirements, local governments like the City of Chicago can require additional licensing requirements 
for lifting equipment. If workers are planning to utilize a crane, or a truck-mounted ‘stinger truck’ crane 
type, they will need additional training to operate the controls. If Kelso-Burnett Co. is subcontracting out this 
operation, then we would require copies of the crane operator’s training.

If you have any questions about the direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking, feel free to call Cathy 
Kay or Scott Johnson in Kelso-Burnett Co.’s Safety Department.

Zion Nuclear Station – Nuclear Containment
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Shannon Burton  
Congratulations to Shannon and her husband Jeff for recently welcoming the newest addition to their 
growing family. Jeff and Shannon welcomed Cooper Maddox Burton on the morning of Saturday, August 
11th weighing 7 pounds and 10 ounces. Shannon Burton is currently a Corporate Office Manager out of 
Kelso-Burnett Co.’s Rolling Meadows office. 

Mike Zaruk  
On Friday, August 31st, Mike Zaruk hung up his hat after a long and prosperous career with Kelso-Burnett. 
Mike started with Kelso-Burnett Co. in 1987 where he was assigned the job of organizing the tools in the 
Rolling Meadows warehouse. Before Mike had moved into the warehouse, the single largest complaint 
from our field workers was that the tools that were being sent out to jobsites had missing parts, didn’t work 
properly, or were entirely the wrong tools for the job. All of those complaints quickly evaporated shortly 
after Mike took over responsibility for all of our tools. 

Over Mike Zaruk’s 25-year career, he has made a lot of friends, has shared a lot of laughs, and has 
accomplished many great things in both his professional and personal life. Needless to say, we will miss 
Mike and the outstanding job he did in making the Rolling Meadows office warehouse one of the most 
efficient in the entire industry. All of us at Kelso-Burnett wish him success in his retirement and continued 
success with all of his endeavors. 

KELSO-KURRENTS

In the summer of 2010, Contech MSI Co., began a very large 
six-year monitoring contract installing life safety monitoring 
equipment and radios at various locations throughout 
Waukegan, Illinois. Contech is currently working to install 807 
radios at various businesses, schools, and municipal buildings 
throughout the Waukegan area. Upon completion of these 
installations, Contech will be providing technical services and 
routine maintenance for the next four years to ensure that the 
system functions properly. 

To date, Contech MSI Co. electricians have installed 715 out 
of the 807 radios and expect to have a total of 736 installed by 
the year’s end. Contech electricians continuously monitor the 
integrity of the network 24 hours per day, seven days a week 
and are working closely 
with the users of the alarm 
board to keep emergency 
contacts updated. 
Additionally, Contech’s 
project team meets weekly 
with the Waukegan Fire 
Prevention Bureau to 
go over project details 
to ensure the system is 
functioning properly.     

Upon completion of all 
of the radio installations, 
the radios will be tied-in 
directly to the Waukegan 
Police Dispatch Center so 
that authorities will be able 
to be notified in the event 
of fire or burglary attempts 
whenever an alarm is 
triggered. The radios will 
comprise of a ‘Mesh Radio 
Network’ which allows for 
continuous connections 
and reconfiguration around 
broken or blocked paths 
to reach its destination. 
In other words, the radios 
will feed off of each other 
to route a signal back to 
the police department to 
alert the authorities of any 
major issues that require 

immediate attention.  The completed network will be the second 
largest municipal alarm board in the state of Illinois. 

We would like to acknowledge Contech MSI Co.’s Dave Clark 
for his instrumental role in winning this large-scale project. 
Over the years, Dave’s outstanding service work has earned 
him a great reputation among many clients and municipalities 
in Lake County. Special thanks go out to Contech electricians 
Joe Conte, Tom Johnson, Nathan Lawson, and Fernando 
Ramirez who are currently working to build and monitor the 
network, and thanks to Luisa Arnone and Cheryl Stare out of 
Kelso-Burnett Co.’s Gurnee office for providing exceptional 
administrative support over the project’s duration.

Contech MSI Co., a sister company of Kelso-Burnett Co., has 
been working with various property managers and building 
associations to install new Life Safety / Emergency Voice 
Communication Systems to office buildings and high-rises. 
Back in 2005, the City of Chicago implemented Life Safety and 
High Rise Sprinkler Ordinances in residential and commercial 
high-rise buildings by requiring enhanced and effective safety 
measures to buildings that were built prior to 1975. This 
evaluation is completed by a life safety engineer who gives 
the building a life safety score. If the building does not have 
a passing score, the engineer recommends upgrades to the 
building to give them a passing score by the deadline to comply 
of January 1st. 2015. In order to get a passing score, all high-
rises must have an Emergency Voice Communication System as 
required by the Municipal Code of the City of Chicago section 
13-196-204.

Recently, Contech MSI Co. has completed Life Safety 
Evaluation projects ranging from $20,000 to $300,000 at 
these Chicago, Illinois high-rise residential and office building 
locations (partial list):

•	 1	E.	Scott	Street
•	 71 E. Division Street
•	 134	N.	LaSalle	Street	(Metropolitan	Building)
•	 224	S.	Michigan	Avenue	(Santa	Fe	Building)
•	 350	W.	Oakdale	Avenue
•	 440	W.	Barry	Avenue
•	 441	W.	Oakdale	Avenue
•	 445	W.	Wellington	Avenue
•	 500	W.	Belmont	Avenue
•	 555	W.	Cornelia	Avenue	
•	 1330	N.	Dearborn	Street
•	 1350	N.	Astor	Street
•	 1400	N.	Lake	Shore	Drive
•	 1445	N.	State	Parkway
•	 1540	N.	State	Parkway	
•	 1550	N.	Lake	Shore	Drive
•	 2440	N.	Lakeview	Avenue	
•	 3100	N.	Sheridan	Road	
•	 3930	N.	Pine	Grove	Avenue
•	 4343	N.	Clarendon	Avenue
•	 4800	S.	Chicago	Beach	Drive	
•	 5000	S.	East	End	Avenue	
•	 5050	S.	East	End	Avenue
•	 7061	N.	Kedzie	Avenue	

Additionally, Contech MSI Co. has contracts for 19 more Life 
Safety Evaluation projects that are to be completed this year. 
Congratulations to the Contech team of project managers and 
electricians for their Life Safety Evaluation project successes.

K-B Sparks K-B Milestones – Waukegan Monitoring Update Contech MSI Co. Life Safety Evaluations

On August 25, 2012, Kelso-Burnett 
Co. held its annual Employee 
Appreciation Day at Six Flags Great 
America in Gurnee, Illinois. For the 
fourth straight year, Kelso-Burnett 
wanted to show its appreciation 
for the entire ‘K-B Family’ during 
this time of economic uncertainty 
by inviting all of Kelso-Burnett’s 
employees to bring their spouses, 
families, and/or guests to the park for 
a day of fun and games.

This year, over 320 employees, 
family members, and guests were in attendance as they enjoyed all that Six Flags has to offer, 
as well as great weather from a beautiful August day. Kelso-Burnett Co. would like to thank 
all of the K-B employees, family members, and guests who attended the event at Six Flags 
Great America.

Kelso-Burnett Co. “Employee Appreciation Day” 
at Six Flags Great America
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In December of 1973 the Zion Nuclear Station located 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, forty miles due north of 
Chicago, fired up Unit One of its twin reactors and began 
producing 1,085 megawatts of electricity. That following 
September, Unit Two was fired up and Zion Nuclear 
Station became the largest nuclear station in the world 
with the capacity to power over 2,000,000 homes. Twenty-
five years later, in February of 1998, the station was shut 
down. Since then the facility went into a phase where all 
the fuel rods were put into long term storage which is 
known as ‘SAFSTOR.’

On September 2, 2010, the NRC approved the license 
transfer from Exelon to Zion Solutions LLC, a subsidiary 
of Energy Solutions headquartered in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. They have taken on the task of decommissioning 
and dismantling the largest nuclear reactor ever 
attempted. The cost projections for this effort are over 

a billion dollars during the overall project’s ten year 
schedule.    

During the past year Kelso-Burnett Co. has worked with 
Zion Solutions in preparing the site where the spent fuel 
rods will be placed in concrete and steel casks. These 
casks will serve as dry storage for the 2,200 fuel rods 
totaling 2.2 million pounds of spent fuel currently housed 
in the plant. It is a massive undertaking and is the first of 
its kind.

Recently Kelso-Burnett Co. was awarded the contract 
to provide all the electrical services for phase one of the 
project. Many of our employees worked on the original 
construction of the station in the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s and are very familiar with the plant. Our Utilities 
Division has spent a great deal of time researching similar 
projects, albeit on a much smaller scale, in order to better 
understand the intricacies and nuances of this type of 
project.

The first phase is scheduled for completion by the end 
of the year and there will be a great deal of effort on 
everyone’s part to meet the schedule. We have begun 
working closely with the General Contractor, Illinois 
Hydraulic Construction (IHC), and Zion Solutions to 
identify potential problems and review options in advance 
of construction. The success of this project would 
favorably position Energy Solutions as the undisputed 
leader in the decommissioning and dismantling of nuclear 
facilities throughout the world. We are very excited to be 
part of this one-of-a-kind effort..

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
issued a direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking that applies 
the requirements of the August 2010 cranes and derricks in construction 
standard to demolition work and underground construction. The purpose of 
this rule is to protect workers from hazards linked with hoisting equipment 
that is used during construction.

The direct final rule will apply the same crane rules to underground 
construction and demolition that are already being used by other 
construction sectors. In turn, this will streamline OSHA’s standards by 
eliminating the separate cranes and derricks standard that is currently 
used for underground and demolition work. The rulemaking also corrects 
several errors that were established in the 2010 rulemaking making it easier 
for workers and employers to understand and implement these standards. 

The direct final rule will become effective November 15, 2012 unless 
OSHA receives a significant adverse comment by September 17th. If the 
agency receives significant unfavorable comments, the accompanying 
notice of proposed rulemaking will allow the agency to continue the 
notice-and-comment component of the rulemaking by withdrawing the direct final rule.

So how does this affect Kelso-Burnett Co. and the electrical contracting industry? Simply put – more training 
will be required once the direct final rule takes effect. For example, any crane or truck-mounted hoist which has 
the capacity to lift over one ton requires specific training for the operator of that equipment. In addition to the 
federal requirements, local governments like the City of Chicago can require additional licensing requirements 
for lifting equipment. If workers are planning to utilize a crane, or a truck-mounted ‘stinger truck’ crane 
type, they will need additional training to operate the controls. If Kelso-Burnett Co. is subcontracting out this 
operation, then we would require copies of the crane operator’s training.

If you have any questions about the direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking, feel free to call Cathy 
Kay or Scott Johnson in Kelso-Burnett Co.’s Safety Department.
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Division has spent a great deal of time researching similar 
projects, albeit on a much smaller scale, in order to better 
understand the intricacies and nuances of this type of 
project.

The first phase is scheduled for completion by the end 
of the year and there will be a great deal of effort on 
everyone’s part to meet the schedule. We have begun 
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identify potential problems and review options in advance 
of construction. The success of this project would 
favorably position Energy Solutions as the undisputed 
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part of this one-of-a-kind effort..
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this rule is to protect workers from hazards linked with hoisting equipment 
that is used during construction.

The direct final rule will apply the same crane rules to underground 
construction and demolition that are already being used by other 
construction sectors. In turn, this will streamline OSHA’s standards by 
eliminating the separate cranes and derricks standard that is currently 
used for underground and demolition work. The rulemaking also corrects 
several errors that were established in the 2010 rulemaking making it easier 
for workers and employers to understand and implement these standards. 

The direct final rule will become effective November 15, 2012 unless 
OSHA receives a significant adverse comment by September 17th. If the 
agency receives significant unfavorable comments, the accompanying 
notice of proposed rulemaking will allow the agency to continue the 
notice-and-comment component of the rulemaking by withdrawing the direct final rule.

So how does this affect Kelso-Burnett Co. and the electrical contracting industry? Simply put – more training 
will be required once the direct final rule takes effect. For example, any crane or truck-mounted hoist which has 
the capacity to lift over one ton requires specific training for the operator of that equipment. In addition to the 
federal requirements, local governments like the City of Chicago can require additional licensing requirements 
for lifting equipment. If workers are planning to utilize a crane, or a truck-mounted ‘stinger truck’ crane 
type, they will need additional training to operate the controls. If Kelso-Burnett Co. is subcontracting out this 
operation, then we would require copies of the crane operator’s training.

If you have any questions about the direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking, feel free to call Cathy 
Kay or Scott Johnson in Kelso-Burnett Co.’s Safety Department.
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